December 12th, 2004

Hi Gavin

How are things? From what we wrote the other day, it is probably advisable to check about your military status and to get it in writing. On the 20/20 programme I mentioned, some people thought they were no longer active but had not read or understood the small print in their enlistment contracts. For example, the requirement that officers must resign their commission is only in the small print and then not in words but as some reference number. 


I didn’t mention before, but the SCMP is 100 years old. It began in 1903. They have brought out a number of books to commemorate this. One is a book of letters to the editor over the past century. 

I read in the SCMP the other day that some obstetricians in HK may stop delivering babies as their insurance premiums are becoming too high. They are up to HK$100 000 a year and are set to double in the nest year! But the article gave a figure of US$200 000 a year for insurance in the US! Obstetrics certainly seems to be a high-risk occupation.  
A report came out this past week of an international study of secondary school students in which HK students came top in Maths and Science, but were not so good in reading (but still better than students in other countries). One country that was top or second in many subjects was Finland. However, the study also showed that HK students were the unhappiest at school!! Too much pressure on them. So just scoring high on tests does not turn out good, well-balanced adults. 

There was also an interesting little article in the newspaper about T. E. Lawrence (aka Lawrence of Arabia) in which many of the things done and said when the British were in Iraq in the 1920s are eerily the same as are being said and done in Iraq now. If names and dates had been omitted, one would believe that it was referring to now and not the 1920s. For example, there were the comments made about being liberators and not occupiers when Baghdad was taken in 1917. The British ended up being there nearly 30 years!! You might find Lawrence’s book interesting if you can get hold of it. It is called Seven Pillars of Wisdom and was the No. 2 of 100 recommended books for US commanders in Iraq. 
There was a big oil spill in the Pearl River Delta the other day after two ships collided. Apparently, it is the biggest oil spill there has been in China. They are trying to clean things up now but are being hampered by rough seas.

The tickets for the 2005 Rugby World Cup went on sale the other day and were all gone in a few minutes. Only 4000 seats were made available for the HK public. Others are allocated to overseas tour packages and to local Rugby clubs. I think you know the system. The HK Stadium only holds 40 000. Pitiful really when you think that many club stadiums for sports in Europe and the US are much larger than this. 
Well the ‘Hunghom Peninsula’ saga has now taken a dramatic twist. The developers announced that the buildings will not be demolished as originally planned but just refurbished on the inside. They have given in to intense public pressure against the demolition. In fact there was going to be a huge protest demonstration today. So, one up to the ‘Power of the People’! The next big ‘people’ challenge will be the West Kowloon cultural hub. The government has allocated a large piece of land to property developers for this but they are also allowed to build residential blocks. Well, all the proposals by the property companies have much more residential blocks and less for the cultural part than had been suggested by the government. This has made the community extremely angry as it has again been seen as the government just giving away valuable assets to property developers.
Had a good run yesterday; from Tai Po up Tai Mo Shan then down to Route TWSK and on to Sek Kong. It was 10 minutes faster than the last run for the same route. Not too hot. But I took a spill while running fast down a forest path towards Sek Kong when I tripped over a rock and fell over. Got grazes on my left leg, arm and shoulder. But the worst part was that the nice white “Millenium Ball Survivor” cap got dirty and I cannot get the dirt off it! (The cap was in my hand and not on my head at the time!)
I think that’s it for now. Cheers
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